
This image shows two types of sand dunes on Mars. The small dots are called barchan dunes, and from their shape we can 
tell that they are upwind. The downwind dunes are long and linear. These two types of dunes each show the wind direction in 
different ways: the barchans have a steep slope and crescent-shaped “horns” that point downwind, while the linear dunes are 
stretched out along the primary wind direction. (NASA/JPL/UArizona. Less than 1 km across.)

Barchan and Linear Dunes

uahirise.org/ESP_062731_2645


