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Inverted relief occurs when a formerly low-lying area becomes high-
standing. For instance, depressions may become filled with lava that is 

more resistant to erosion. In the case of stream channels, there are 
several possible reasons why the channel might stand out in inverted 

relief. The streambed may contain larger rocks, which remain while fine 
material is blown away by the wind, or it could be cemented by some 

chemical precipitating from flowing water. 


