
Slope Streaks on a 
Dusty Planet
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This particular image shows one of these dusty areas. The dark streaks 
on the slopes are locations where the dust has slumped downhill 

revealing a less dusty surface underneath.  In some cases, these slope 
streaks might be triggered by Marsquakes or nearby meteorite impacts. 



On the Beauty of 
Yardangs
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The long straight ridges seen here are called yardangs and they form 
on Mars (and Earth) when the wind strips away the inter-ridge material. 
This process is greatly aided when the wind is also blowing sand along. 

The sand grains do an effective job at stripping away loose material: 
these ridges are literally being sandblasted. 



Warm-Season Flows 
in Cold-Season 
Ravines
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Some of these ravines also show activity in the warmest time of year, in 
the form of recurring slope lineae (RSL); dark, narrow flows in some 

alcoves that flow part way down the channels. Few topographic 
changes have been seen in association with RSL, and they appear to 

be seeps of water that seasonally extend down slopes, then fade when 
inactive, and recur each warm season.


