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Like Earth’s water table, Mars has an ice table. Sometimes, the ice

. 5 table coincides with the ground’s surface as it does here. The knobby,

The COmlng and GO'“Q Of pitted terrain is caused when ice is deposited and then sublimates over
I ce and over again. This geologic process is called accrescence and
decrescence and also occurs on Neptune’s moon Triton and on Pluto,

though in the outer Solar System the ice is not water ice.
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Strange Patterns in This region of Echus Chasma has been flooded by lava flows that

produced rough and smooth surfaces. The rough areas then trap bright

EChUS Chasma dust, creating the contrasts in brightness.
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Curiosity Trek
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The Mars Science Laboratory, Curiosity, continues its exciting traverse
of Mars. In an image acquired in September, it was exploring the
boundary between two rock units, the light-toned Murray Formation and
the overlying and darker-toned Stimson unit. We can clearly see the
rover in a complex terrain marked by tonally varied rocks.
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Inverted Streams in
the Aeolis Region
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The sinuous character of the ridges resembles multi-thread river
branches, implying that the ancient river flowed down a gentle to nearly
horizontal slope (i.e., a moderate to low stream gradient). This ancient
river was a mature meandering system, with flow from south to north.
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