
This image shows a relatively youthful crater with dark rayed ejecta and a light-toned zone that extends beyond that ejecta. The lighter-toned 
surface might be the “blast zone” as darker regolith material was “blown away” during the impact event. With HiRISE resolution, we can see 
that this is the wrong explanation.  Instead, the bright ejecta consists of indurated fine materials, such as dust trapped by the roughened sur-
face, then cemented over time. 
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