
As the name suggests, pedestal craters usually have ejecta (material thrown out from impact) that is above the surrounding terrain. In some cases, the material 
can be more erosion-resistant. Some suggest that these units were once rich in volatiles (e.g., water ice). This specific pedestal in Malea Planum is one of the 
largest on Mars, and fine layering is visible along its margins.
The HIRISE camera onboard the Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter is the most powerful one of its kind ever sent to another planet. Its high resolution allows us to see Mars like never before, and helps other 
missions choose a safe spot to land for future exploration. Thousands of images are available online at: uahirise.org.
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