
This HiRISE image shows an example of the bright material commonly found along the floors of some of the Noctis troughs. Spectral data from the CRISM in-
strument, also onboard the MRO spacecraft, indicate the bright material is hydrated (i.e., contains water). The hydrated material may have formed when water 
upwelled into the low-lying depression or when ice within the trough melted due to heating from volcanic activity. 
The HIRISE camera onboard the Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter is the most powerful one of its kind ever sent to another planet. Its high resolution allows us to see Mars like never before, and helps other 
missions choose a safe spot to land for future exploration. Thousands of images are available online at: uahirise.org.

HIGH RESOLUTION IMAGING
SCIENCE EXPERIMENT

UAHIRISE.ORG

Bright Material along the Floor of a Trough in Noctis Labyrinthus
ESP_027236_1680


