
This image shows a fresh impact crater about 2 kilometer (1.2 miles) across. How do we know it is fresh? The crater walls are steep and rocky, and fine striated 
texture is still visible on the ejecta. Over time, erosion and dust settling out of the atmosphere will smooth out such details. However, these processes are slow on 
Mars, and the crater is probably at least several million years old. 
The HIRISE camera onboard the Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter is the most powerful one of its kind ever sent to another planet. Its high resolution allows us to see Mars like never before, and helps other 
missions choose a safe spot to land for future exploration. Thousands of images are available online at: uahirise.org.
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