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Curiosity Tracks and Descent Stage Debris

ESP_028678_1755

H E This is another HIiRISE image acquired to provide more coverage of the landing region in the narrow color swath. The new color coverage reveals new dark and
relatively blue spots that are arrayed radially downrange from the impact site of the descent stage or sky crane system. After gently placing the rover on the sur-

Hm&:‘;ﬁg&;ﬁ:lmﬁ]m face, the descent stage was programmed to fly away and crash at a safe distance, to ensure the landing site was not contaminated by fuel. Debris from this

UAHIRISE.ORG crash then made secondary impacts, which are dark and relatively blue because they disturb the bright dust covering the surface.

THE UNIVERSITY The HIRISE camera onboard the Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter is the most powerful one of its kind ever sent to another planet. Its high resolution allows us to see Mars like never before, and helps other

- OF ARIZONA. missions choose a safe spot to land for future exploration. Thousands of images are available online at: uahirise.org.




