
This HiRISE observation was performed in conjunction with a CRISM observation so that they could get good spectral data on the scour zone created by the 
MSL descent rockets. Our higher resolution HiRISE image will allow the CRISM team to compare their data with ours. The scour zone where MSL touched down 
is at the extreme right. The pair of bright white spots in the HiRISE image show the area immediately below where sky crane’s rockets were pointed.  Those ar-
eas were “blasted clean” and therefore show brightest. The larger dark scour zone is dark because the fine dust has been blown away from the area leaving 
darker materials. However, we also captured Curiosity on its 157th Sol as it was exploring Yellowknife Bay and about to drill its first rock.
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