
There have been a number of claims in recent years that there are small dark volcanic ash deposits on Mars, suggesting very recent volcanic eruptions. How-
ever, most of these claims have not stood up to scrutiny by HiRISE. Dark wind blown sand, not volcanic ash, explains most examples of diffuse dark patches on 
Mars. This area is especially intriguing because the wind blown material in the region has a light, not dark, tone. Furthermore, there are fresh looking lava flows 
adjacent to the possible vent, lending additional weight to the idea of recent volcanism here.  

HIGH RESOLUTION IMAGING
SCIENCE EXPERIMENT

UAHIRISE.ORG

Dark Deposits around a Volcanic Fissure
ESP_030440_1945


