
Scientists have been wondering about the origin of the central mound in Gale Crater since before Curiosity landed nearby. One hypothesis was 
that a lake of liquid water once filled the crater, and the layers in the mound formed as sediment settled down through the water to the bottom 
of the lake. Other hypotheses involved dust or volcanic ash that fell through the air to form layers. In either case, the layers could have later 
eroded away at the edges to form a central mound. 
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