
It was suspected that the cluster was produced by the impact of MSL's hardware onto the surface of Mars, because we could see it in CTX 
images after the landing, but it was not present in images prior to the arrival of MSL. Consistent with this interpretation is the fact that the 
cluster is located along a line between the Curiosity landing site and a strewn field of debris previously identified in HiRISE images as being 
caused by MSL hardware, in particular  the cruise stage and/or tungsten weights used as cruise balance masses.
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