
Surface cracks that form polygonal shapes cover the material inside a crater. They are easy to see 

in this spring-time image because seasonal frost hides inside the cracks, outlining them in bright 

white. These cracks form because ice within the ground expands and contracts a lot as it warms 

and cools. 

HIGH RESOLUTION IMAGING 
SCIENCE EXPERIMENT 

UAHIRISE.ORG

Cracks in a Crater’s Ice 
ESP_047247_1150


