
Many Martian landscapes contain features that are familiar to ones we find on Earth. However, Mars has an ex-

otic side too, with landscapes that are alien to Earthlings. This image shows one of these exotic locales at the 

South Pole. The polar cap is made from carbon dioxide (dry ice), which does not occur naturally on the Earth. 

The circular pits are holes in this dry ice layer that expand by a few meters each Martian year.  
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