
The grains of sand that make up sand dunes on Earth and Mars have a hazardous existence because of the way 

that they travel. Wind-blown sand is lifted above the surface before crashing onto the ground and bouncing in a 

sequence of repeated hops, a process called saltation. The fact that we see active sand dunes on Mars today 
requires that sand particles must be resupplied to replace the grains that are lost over time. Where are the 

modern day sources of sand on Mars?
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