
This image demonstrates the curious phenomenon called “topographic inversion.” The southern 

half of the picture is covered by a well-preserved lava flow. The flow stops just at the brink of de-

scending a steep slope. Lava isn't afraid of falling, so what happened here? (NASA/JPL/University 

of Arizona, less than 1 km across.)

HIGH RESOLUTION IMAGING 
SCIENCE EXPERIMENT 

UAHIRISE.ORG

Resistant Lava and Erosion  
ESP_058635_1940


	Resistant Lava and Erosion ESP_058635_1940

