
This image was acquired on 29 September 2006. The MRO spacecraft had just finished aerobraking—dipping into Mars’ 

atmosphere to slow down the spacecraft and circularize the orbit. MRO was now in the lowest circular orbit of any Mars 

spacecraft, with its altitude varying from approximately 250 to 320 kilometers. When this image was released, it demon-

strated that HiRISE would achieve the spatial resolution and image quality needed to revolutionize our understanding of 

Mars’ surface. 
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